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The Sunshine Coast Community Foundation published 
full Vital Signs reports in 2009 and 2011.  These 
Vital Signs reports are a snapshot of our community 
which presents our challenges and celebrates our 
accomplishments. We intend to continue publishing 
these reports every few years, rather than annually, to 
allow new information on our community to become 
available and to allow us to observe trends over 
time.  Our previous reports can be accessed on the 
Foundation’s website.

This year, as in 2010, we have chosen to publish a two 
page update with information relevant to this past year.  
We have produced this update in consultation with 
community experts in various fields.  We have included 
in this update eight issue areas where we have new 
information to bring to the community.  In some cases 
this information is more anecdotal than would appear 
in a full report.  There is backup documentation on the 
Foundation’s website for some of the information in 
this update.  

The Foundation’s intention in Vital Signs is to document 
challenges and opportunities in a variety of areas of 
interest on the Sunshine Coast by highlighting factual 
information bearing on those areas.  It is not our role 
to suggest actions or solutions to these challenges and 
opportunities.  We do, however, hope that the contents 
of the reports will encourage action on the part of the 

individuals and organizations, both private and public, 
which make up our community.   Together we can make 
a difference and make the Sunshine Coast the best it 
can be.  

There are no dramatic changes reflected in the 
information in this update.  Despite the efforts of many, 
the problems associated with low income and a tepid 
economy continue to impact our community.    

Your feedback on this update and our previous 
reports is important to us.  Help us make this report 
on our community better than ever by posting 
your comments through the “Contact Us” page at 
www.sccfoundation.com.

Thanks to our sponsors:

X One year update

X Eight key issues

X With community consultation

The local arts scene continues to be vibrant, 
although difficult to quantify. Events as diverse as 
the Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts, 
the Coasters Car Club Festival of the Rolling Arts 
and the Pender Harbour Chamber Music Festival 
had strong attendance in 2012.  For example, the 
Festival of the Written Arts had a 12% increase 
in its attendance over 2011, despite decreasing 
the seating capacity (and therefore the number of 
tickets available) for each event by 10%. 
The provincial government has reinstated 
eligibility for lottery funding to adult arts 
and sports organizations.  Local adult arts 
organizations received $30,000 in community 
gaming grants in the year ended March 31, 2012.

The population estimates for the Sunshine Coast suggest our population is continuing to grow at a 
steady pace of about 1.3% per year.  This was somewhat higher than the provincial growth rate of 
1.0%.  The 2011 census numbers confirm previous estimates that the population of the Sunshine 
Coast is significantly older than the population of BC generally.  According to the 2011 Census, about 
60% of the population is 45 or older on the Coast, compared to 46% for BC as a whole.  Consistent 
with this disparity, the average of 2.2 people per dwelling on the Coast is less than BC average of 2.5 
people per dwelling. 
Coast residents showed substantial interest in the November 2011 municipal elections with turnouts 
in both Gibsons and Sechelt being 1½ to 2 times higher than the provincial average. 
Not for profits on the Sunshine Coast received $825,350 from lottery funding during the year ended 
March 31, 2012.  This amount is a substantial increase over the $541,115 received in 2010-2011, 
although less than the $1,026,113 received in the banner year of 2008-2009.
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Various groups are focussed on increasing local agricultural 
production.  The public interest in this area is evidenced 
by our numerous busy farmers markets. We Envision, the 
regional sustainability plan, sets out a goal of increasing 
local food production from its current level of about 1% 
of food consumed on the Sunshine Coast to 20% by 2020.  
There are a number of challenges to reaching this goal, 
including the lack of affordable acreage for farming. 
Our local governments are developing Stage 1 of an 
Agricultural Area Plan to provide a factual foundation 
for further development of farming, such as producing 
an inventory of farmland and addressing barriers to and 
opportunities for growth.  The SCRD Agricultural Advisory 
Committee has been created to examine and advise the 
regional district on issues relating to agriculture. 
While there seems to be public and local government 
interest in agriculture and buying local food on the Coast, 
this interest has not yet translated into an increase in the 
total number of farms or amount of farmland.  According 
to the 2011 Agricultural Census, there are 89 farms in the 
SCRD, covering a total of 1535 acres.  This number is less 
than in 2006, when the census recorded 96 farms covering 
a total of 2142 acres.  In 2010, 358 acres were in crops.  
Total gross farm receipts were relatively constant in 2005 
and 2010, with expenses being higher in 2010.
The overwhelming majority of the farms in the 2011 
Census are small and self owned.  The farms employed 32 
people on a year round basis and 38 people on a seasonal 
or temporary basis.  They paid wages and salaries of $810,316.

There is substantial focus in the community on both our 
youngest and oldest learners.  The funding for Success 
by Six has been renewed for 2012.  This program aims 
to raise awareness of the importance of the early years 
and provides funding to projects that help meet local 
needs.  The Early Childhood Education Planning Table 
co-published a resource guide in the Coast Reporter in 
September 2012.  It also conducted a survey on childcare 
issues to determine the priorities and challenges of families 
with young children.   

Capilano University’s Sechelt campus has an average of 
1150 continuing education students per year.  Eldercollege (for 55 and older) registrations have 
accounted for about 54.5% of these registrations over the last three years, with the number of 
Eldercollege students increasing each year. 

The Sunshine Coast Community Services Society held 
a forum in April 2012 to engage the community in a 
conversation about how to address social service issues. 
Forum participants identified poverty as the highest 
priority social care need, followed by affordable housing, 
seniors care, the skewed demographic profile and more 
integrated coordination of social care services. 
Hunger is one of the ways poverty manifests itself in 
our community.  It is estimated that one in three of our 
elementary school children go to school hungry each 

day.  The Breakfast for Kids program provides support for 
students experiencing hunger.  In 2011-2012, it had to pull back the scope of the services it 
provided.  Individuals, employee groups, service groups and businesses rose to the challenge 
and provided funding which allowed the program to continue and even to expand its services 
somewhat in 2012-2013.  
Visits to the Sunshine Coast Food Bank continued to rise in 2011.  Over 1/3 of the visits were by 
children.  There is also an increasing use of the food bank by women over 50.  There are also food 
banks at St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church in Gibsons, Salvation Army Harvest of Hope in Gibsons 
and Pender Harbour Community Church.  The four sites together have about 1855 visits per month. 

The Sunshine Coast Emergency Program continues to 
work to improve the Coast’s preparedness to respond to a 
major emergency.  Despite the high profile natural disasters 
which occurred throughout the world in 2011, the Program 
Coordinator estimates that only about 35% of Coast 
residents are prepared to look after themselves for 7 days 
following a major emergency, such as a wildfire, issue with 
dangerous goods, landslide, tidal surge or earthquakes.  
The Emergency Program Coordinator conducted over 25 
emergency preparedness workshops for interested groups 

in 2011. 
Over 140 volunteers contributed about 11,000 hours of time to train for and respond to citizens in 
need.  The responses included activation during the Japanese earthquake, storm surge response in 
Davis Bay, an oil spill on Beach Avenue and numerous other Emergency Social Services, Coast Guard 
and Search and Rescue responses.

The value of both total building permits and residential 
building permits dropped in 2011 to the lowest level since 
2003 but this decrease may have been an anomaly.  The 
value of all permits for the first six months of 2012 was 
55% higher than for the first six months of 2011 and the 
value of residential permits was 72% higher.
Housing prices have remained relatively steady.  Median 
prices of detached housing for the first seven months of 
2012 were roughly the same as for the same time period 
in 2011.

There has been little improvement in the availability of affordable housing which continues to be 
a major obstacle for families, our workforce and vulnerable groups.  Our local governments are 
collaborating to address this problem.  In early 2012, they signed an MOU to create a Housing 
Committee to address affordable housing and improve the Coast’s ability to access senior 
government funding.  A coordinator will be hired to support and undertake the mission of the 
committee.  It is hoped the Committee will be operational by October, 2012.
There has been some increase since 2009 in subsidized rental suites for our most vulnerable 
residents, including seniors, persons with mental health issues and persons with disabilities.  
The Homelessness Outreach Program lost its federal government funding in September, 2011.  As 
a consequence, this program has been forced it to cease its outreach work with the homeless and 
those who are at risk of homelessness.  However, supported by grants from local government, 
donations and volunteers, it has provided a total of 78 nights of emergency housing for 20 people 
from November, 2011 to July 2012.  The vast majority of its clients since June, 2010 have been 
from the Coast and have a mental or physical disability or, in many cases, both. The average age is 
43 and about 60% are men and 40% women.

Our geography makes cycling for transportation a 
challenge.  Despite this impediment, the success of Bike 
to Work Week suggests that interest is high. In 2011, 512 
riders participated and logged a total of 13,778 kilometers.  
BC Bike to Work calculates that these riders kept 3 tonnes 
of CO2 equivalent out of the atmosphere by biking rather 
than driving or busing to their destination. This level 
of ridership was a substantial increase from the 2010 
participation and ranked 4th in ridership as a percent of 
total population and 5th in kilometers ridden per total 
population of the 18 BC communities which offered Bike 
to Work Week.   The Bike to Work Week project has a goal 
of boosting total ridership on the Coast to 500 riders for 16 
weeks.  They calculate that this would reduce emissions by 
72 tonnes annually.  
Bike safety remains a significant concern, however.  
Separated bike lanes are an expensive proposition, given 
our terrain and the distances involved.   The SCRD is using 
funds from the federal gas tax to link up bike lanes in rural 
areas.  Other bike friendly initiatives include bike racks on 
buses and the installation of bike racks and bike lockers 
around our communities.
Invasive plants also continue to be a concern.  The SCRD has 
joined the provincial Coastal Invasive Plant Committee and 
is in the process of developing a strategy for the disposal 
of invasive plants.  Until then, all garden waste (except 
for giant hogweed which must be bagged and sent to the 
landfill) is still accepted at the Sechelt and Pender Harbour 
landfills and the Gibsons Green Waste facility.
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